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Dear Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that the references listed 
on the enclosed form be made of record and considered with 
respect to the above-referenced U.S. patent application. A copy 
of each non-US reference is enclosed. The references were 
identified in a European Search Report for a counterpart 
application. A copy of this report is also enclosed. 

Submission of the present Information Disclosure Statement 
should not be taken as an admission that the cited references 
are legally available prior art or that the same are pertinent 
or material. 
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Number-Kind Code 2 ( if known) 




AA* 


US-5, 867,224 


02-02-1999 
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or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 6 
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BA 
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12-06-2000 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. * CITE NO.: Those application(s) which are marked with an single asterisk (*) next 
to the Cite No. are not supplied (under 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2)(iii)) because that application was filed after June 30, 2003 or is available in the IFW. 1 Applicant's 
unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued 
the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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and/or country where published. 
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Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





67483S_1.DOC 



